
 

IRN Report  

November 20, 2017 

 

Effective Teachers’ Communicative Strategies When Working with 

Linguistically Diverse Learners 

Members of the IRN: Dr. Randa Abbas (Israel), Dr. Dorothy Feola (United 

States), Dr. Carrie Hong (United States), Dr. Geraldine Mongillo(United States), 

Dr. Vered Vaknin Nusbaum (Israel), Dr. Jinsook Won (South Korea) 

Status of IRN: 

In 2017 we submitted an article for publication entitled, “The Use of Modern 

Standard and Spoken Arabic in Math Lessons: The Case of a Diglossic Language” 

that addresses the dearth of information on this subject. Specifically, we investigated 

the linguistic transitions from standard Arabic to spoken Arabic made by the teachers during 

mathematics lessons. The results suggested that Arab-speaking mathematics teachers were 

aware of the gap between home language (Spoken Arabic) and school language (Modern 

Standard Arabic) and used linguistic transition as a teaching strategy to develop academic 

thinking and behavior among their students. The results further suggested that Arab teachers 

built a non-formal bilingual education program where the two languages were used to teach 

mathematics. Despite the requirement to use Modern Standard Arabic, participants bridged 

the gap between the languages which suggests an inherent understanding that “language and 

identity are ultimately inseparable” (Edwards, 2013, p. 20). 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, our colleagues from Costa Rica had to withdraw 

from this project and, our colleague in the U.S., Dr. Rochelle Kaplan, retired.  We 

wanted to continue our international investigation into successful teaching strategies 

when working with linguistically diverse students and therefore sought out other 

partners who had a similar interest.   

In 2016, our colleague from William Paterson University, Dr. Carrie Hong, 

introduced us to the work of Dr. Jinsook Won, from Seoul National University of 



Education. Dr. Hong collaborated with Dr. Won on a comparative classroom 

research study during her Sabbatical leave in the spring 2017.  We shared our IRN 

research with Dr. Won and during the past 12 months we have been collaborating on 

this topic.  We will be presenting, Effective Communicative Strategies for 

Linguistically Diverse Students: An Examination of Policy and Practice in Israel, 

South Korea, and the United States, at the WERA conference in Hong Kong in 

December 2017. 

Future Plans and Research Synthesis Paper 

We plan to complete a synthesis paper of the research of this IRN by October 1, 

2018.  The paper will discuss the practice and policy review that will be presented at 

WERA in 2017 and will synthesize the empirical classroom research from the 

studies of the communicative strategies of effective teachers’ when working with 

linguistically diverse learners in Israel, South Korea and the United States. In this 

way we will learn from the extant research and our classroom studies how best to 

prepare teachers when working with diverse language learners in helping them to 

acquire and be successful with the language of instruction.  Further, the literature 

suggests that it is critical to understand the connection between language and 

identity, an area that may be further explored by this IRN. 
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